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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) BILL (NO. 1) 2007 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) BILL (NO. 2) 2007 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [4.09 pm]:  Earlier I was talking about the template for the dream team, but I 
thought I might respond to a few comments that the member for Mindarie made instead. 
Mr J.R. Quigley:  Oh, the solicitor for the perjurer! 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  There is nothing like someone who cannot look at himself in a mirror.  He said that the 
member for Cottesloe was trying to advance himself by putting other people down.  The member for Mindarie 
said that!  I will read from a judgement of the Supreme Court of Western Australia in the case of Quigley (a 
practitioner) v the Legal Practitioners Complaints Committee [2003] WASCA 228.  The member was found 
guilty by the Legal Practitioners Complaints Committee of unprofessional conduct and was reprimanded for 
comments he made in an interview on the Howard Sattler show when he said that two Anti-Corruption 
Commission employees were fraternising with organised criminals.  The member failed to give an objective 
account of that statement.  Indeed, he had given a misleading account in a “highly sensational manner”.  That is 
what the Supreme Court said. 

Point of Order 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  This lawyer, who acted for a perjurer for five years, has come along to impugn my 
character.  This person who sought to deceive the court for five years has come along to impugn my character. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  It is not possible to impugn the character of the member for Mindarie. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  A point of order is to be taken in relation to the standing 
orders of this place; it is not an opportunity to either debate or retort to the statement of another member.  I ask 
that the member for Nedlands be allowed to continue her remarks in silence.  Obviously, I do not mean that the 
member for Nedlands should be silent! 

Debate Resumed 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I thank you for your protection, Mr Acting Speaker. 

I am referring to the member for Mindarie’s application to the Supreme Court to overturn a decision of the Legal 
Practitioners Complaints Committee.  The judgement states in part on page 33 - 

Ground 3 contends that the appellant’s conduct should not have been held to be “conduct which could 
reasonably be regarded as disgraceful or dishonourable by practitioners of good repute and 
competence” in virtue of the two issues considered under that heading.  What has been said about those 
issues negates the factual foundation for this contention.  In addition, the ground again misstates the 
basis of decision of the Tribunal.  The Tribunal reached its decision on the other of the two alternative 
limbs of the accepted statement of what constitutes unprofessional conduct.  It held that the appellant’s 
conduct fell short of the standard of professional conduct observed or approved by members of the 
profession of good repute and competence, and did so to a substantial degree. 

Justice Parker said - 

For my part, I am satisfied it was open to the Tribunal to reach the finding it did.  I would not make any 
different finding. 

When the member for Mindarie says that the member for Cottesloe advances his future by putting people down, 
the member for Mindarie should take this judgement home to bed with him and read it and learn. 

Mr J.R. Quigley:  Lawyer for the perjurer! 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Do not let me stop there. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, members!  Even though the member on her feet is shouting quite loudly, I 
am having trouble hearing what she is saying.  Could we hear the member in silence? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Do I have an extension of time? 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member has already had an extension. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is a shame because I could speak for six hours on this in this place.  I want to come 
back to the template for the dream team.  All members and all Western Australians should look out for 
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powerbrokers who appoint to a committee people who have a law degree and who have spent five minutes in 
commerce.  I have discovered recently that I could fit into the dream team.  When I was in my attic the other 
day, I found this little old accounting certificate from 1976 when I lived at Mooloo Downs station in Carnarvon.  
I drove my little old car 100 miles to the police station and sat my exam for accounting 1.  I have been eligible to 
join the dream team since 1976, and I feel very good about that!   

I come back to something serious; that is, the Sunset site and I will refer to Hon Kate Doust and Hon Giz 
Watson.  Hon Giz Watson came to my electorate and said that for 11 years the Greens (WA) had saved the 
Sunset site and that they will make sure that it is not sold.  I asked her about public ownership.  I sent out a letter 
to about 700 people in my electorate who have contacted my office over the number of years I have been the 
local member.  I asked them to write to Hon Giz Watson and other members of Parliament and to let me know 
what Hon Giz Watson said.  She did not respond to those letters until I received a letter from someone to whom 
she had written in 2003 in which she said that she would make sure that Sunset was kept in public ownership.  I 
will have a go at Hon Giz Watson because shortly after that, she started writing to people saying that she cannot 
support the Botanic Gardens and Parks Amendment Bill 2006 because it is not going to the upper house.  There 
is nothing to stop her bringing in a private member’s bill; she has done that before.  She said the other day that 
she would bring in a private member’s bill on another issue and she still could bring in my bill.   

The other issue that I have is that Hon Giz Watson moved a motion to send the Sunset Hospital Site Bill 2006 to 
a committee.  She knew that if she did that, the site would go out of public ownership.  She has been duplicitous 
to my constituents and her constituents.   

In light of the fact that Kate Doust is a Brian Burke man, according to the Corruption and Crime Commission 
transcripts, I ask her and the member for Victoria Park whether Burke, Grill and Crichton-Browne are involved 
in the Sunset site.  I would like them to respond, particularly in light of what Kate Doust said in the Legislative 
Council on Thursday, 2 November 2006; I will refer my constituents to what was said.  Also, the member for 
Victoria Park, since he has been in Parliament, has continually attacked me about the Sunset site.  What is the 
member for Victoria Park doing in relation to Sunset?   

Mr T. Buswell:  He rings up Julian Grill. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  He rings up Julian Grill.  He has been paid by them to come in here.  They do all his 
fundraising for him.  He has come in here as a sham, and he still has not answered whether Brian Burke wrote 
his maiden speech.  If someone said to me, “Did somebody else write your maiden speech?”, I would say 
definitely not.  The member for Victoria Park has not said that. 

Several members interjected.   

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Member for Mindarie, I call you to order and I ask that you 
do not persist.  The member for Churchlands is about to get the call; we do not even have the timer on for her 
yet.  I would like to hear at least her opening comments.   

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands) [4.17 pm]:  I always find speeches like the Treasurer’s budget speech 
interesting for what is not said in them as much as for what is said.  The Treasurer’s concluding statement tells 
an interesting story.  He said -  

This budget addresses the challenges - and maximises the opportunities - of Western Australia’s 
unprecedented prosperity.  

He went on to list five highlights from the budget.  I will go through those five highlights.  The first one that he 
referred to was housing affordability, particularly for first home buyers.  I do not have an argument with that.  Of 
course we want to make sure that first home buyers have an opportunity to purchase houses and, hopefully, the 
change to stamp duty will help them to do that.   

Equally, there is another challenge; that is, the challenge of land tax.  Many people are suffering under the 
burden of land tax because of the land tax valuations nexus that has not been dealt with.  It is impossible for 
people, year after year, to deal with the galloping increases in valuations and the incredible windfall that the 
government gets because of the increase in valuations and the land tax that is applied to those valuations.  I really 
think that it is time that the government addressed this hideous problem that so many people are trying to grapple 
with.  A couple in my electorate who are both schoolteachers bought a house in Margaret River 40 or 50 years 
ago.  They are now paying a tremendous amount, which they cannot afford, of land tax for what has been a 
family holiday home for all those years only because of valuations increasing in the way they have.   
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Mr M.P. Whitely:  It is not a problem.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  For them, it is a problem.  
The second issue the Treasurer identified as a challenge was service delivery.  He proudly mentioned the 
$64 billion that will be spent over the next four years on service delivery.  It is not surprising that service 
delivery takes up the lion’s share of the budget.  However, the real challenge is not how much we are spending, 
but how well it is spent.  We have to make sure that services are delivered effectively and efficiently so that we 
get the best possible return for the money we spend.  Although hospital waiting lists need to be acknowledged in 
the health budget, we have to make sure that money is not being wasted.  Ministers often tinker at the edges of 
health budgets and do not really deal with the fundamental issues.  Both the Court government and this 
government have gradually chipped away the budget for exercise classes for seniors.  This was in the past a 
wonderful preventive health program, but there is now virtually no money left in it.  Why would a program that 
costs less than $1 million a year - I think it is probably now down to $250 000 - be tinkered with, when there are 
major issues that need to be examined?  We should be examining some of the fundamentals in the health system, 
not important programs like the one I have mentioned.   
There is room for much greater efficiency in hospitals.  My husband is a surgeon in a public hospital and has 
served the public sector for 35 years.  As a surgeon, he has experienced many frustrations and has frequently 
returned home angry because he was due to operate on a public patient at, say, half past three or four o’clock in 
the afternoon, but the theatre staff have determined that the case would continue past five o’clock and have told 
him that he cannot operate on the patient because of a change of shift.  I think that is appalling; nothing happens 
for that hour.  The patient has been medicated for the operation and has gone without food for several hours, and 
is then told that he cannot have the operation and may have to wait until the next day or the day after.  That sort 
of inefficiency has to be addressed.  The efficiencies of private sector day surgeries could be introduced into the 
public sector. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  How often does that happen? 
Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Often; weekly; all the time.  One would not mind being bumped off the list because an 
emergency case has arrived, but not because the staff do not want to be there after five o’clock or some such 
excuse. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Or they want to go to a conference. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I am talking about the nursing and theatre staff; I am not talking about anaesthetists or 
doctors.  I am talking about staff who do a really good job when they are doing it.  However, there are enormous 
inefficiencies that must be examined. 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  Member, it is not that they don’t want to be there; it’s the fact that they’ve done their shift 
and there should be more nurses there to carry on. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  There should be a way of dealing with that so that those theatres are being used and the 
inefficiency does not occur.  I throw that up as one example.  I have spoken to the minister about this on a 
number of occasions.  He is aware of it and I am sure that he is thinking about it.  However, something should be 
done about it so that we get the most out of our health budget. 

The third challenge thrown up in the Treasurer’s budget speech was funding for the proposed Fiona Stanley 
Hospital.  He announced with great pride that it would be built debt free.  I am not exactly sure what the 
Treasurer is telling us.  Has he set up some sort of savings account with this money that will not incur state debt?  
I am not sure that this is good management.  Given that these are economically good times, it might be better for 
the government to borrow some money and complete two big projects.  The state can afford the interest and 
could probably also pay off the loan during the good times.  I think this is a very conservative way of managing 
the budget.  I would like the Treasurer to rethink it.  I would also like to hear comments from people with more 
knowledge of budgets than I have.  However, some of the fundamentals of budgeting can be understood from 
one’s own experience.  I do not think that that is a really good way of managing the budget during good times. 

The fourth challenge thrown up by the Treasurer was the massive capital works program.  Again, I do not have a 
problem with that in principle.  However, I have a problem with it if our priorities are not carefully set.  Schools 
are a case in point.  In my view, this government, and to some extent the one before, failed miserably to provide 
a strategic plan for the renewal of old schools.  There are some enormous problems in old schools - toilets in old 
schools are one - on which a lot of money needs to be spent.  I see some nods from the other side of the chamber.  
The minister is aware of a major problem in my electorate in this regard.  I will not go into the details of it, but 
when children refuse to go to the toilet during the day at school, and in hot weather do not drink any fluid 
because they do not want to go into those smelly, disgusting toilets, there is a real problem, and it causes quite 
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major medical problems for those children.  The problem is well documented in a particular school in my 
electorate.   
I noted in the fine print of the budget papers that in 2006-07 a paltry $100 000 has been spent on the toilet 
replacement program.  Unfortunately, in the coming financial year that amount will increase to $1.4 million; but 
that is still not nearly enough to do the job in the old schools in Western Australia.  Probably only three schools 
will benefit from that $1.4 million because it costs a fair - 

Mr A.D. McRae:  That won’t be the only money because all those maintenance funds quite often get a 
proportion of that allocation. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  It is very few.  It costs between $400 000 and $500 000 to replace toilets, depending on 
the site and the size of the school.  Therefore, $1.4 million will not go very far for new toilet blocks. 

It seems to me that in the good times that the state is enjoying at the moment the government could be attending 
to those sorts of woeful conditions in some of the older schools.  I urge the Treasurer, the Minister for Education 
and Training and the Premier to develop a clear strategic plan for the renewal of older schools.  I am talking 
about not only toilets, but also lots of other parts of those schools.  The minute someone says “asbestos” in one 
of those schools, the government goes and does something about it.  There are plenty of old schools, I suspect, 
with asbestos in the roofs.  I am still getting some nods from the other side, so there is some agreement. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  The assessment that has been made on that is that if it is intact - that is, not friable - you leave 
it there.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I am aware of all of that and I have seen it happen, but it is really an example that old 
schools with asbestos have potential problems. 
I do not think there is any excuse for the facilities in older schools to be so far behind those provided in new 
schools.  I visited quite a lot of new primary schools a couple of years ago and saw terrific facilities there.  They 
are just what we would want for older government primary schools.  They have purpose-built music rooms and 
purpose-built art rooms.  The older schools do not have those.  There is a school in my electorate that made its 
own music room out of some spare rooms and, although the school would like to continue using it as a music 
room, it has been taken away by decree from “Silver City” to be used for something else.  We really need to 
bring the old schools up to the same standard with the same sorts of facilities as new schools.  Obviously, we 
cannot do it overnight, but we need a strategic program to do that. 

Another thing we need is some good demographic studies to plan properly for the future of schools.  One school 
in my electorate, Churchlands Senior High School, is an example of inadequate strategic planning.  It is a school 
that has taken the brunt of the closure of at least three government high schools in the area and an awful lot of 
infill building, and the change in the status of Perth Modern School has meant that a school that was built for 
between 1 250 and 1 300 students is now pressing up towards 1 900 students.  Good demographic planning 
would mean that both primary and secondary schools would be doing much better. 

The fifth challenge that the Treasurer mentioned in his concluding remarks in the budget speech was tax cuts.  I 
think that repeats the first challenge he mentioned about home buyers, because the main tax cut was to stamp 
duty for first home buyers.  There are many challenges that have been ignored totally in this budget speech of the 
Treasurer’s.  One that really staggered me was that I did not once hear or read the word “rural”.   

Mr G. Snook:  Or “agriculture”. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Or “agriculture”.  I thank the member for Moore, but they are all in the same bag. 

Not once did I hear the word “rural”.  As someone in a city electorate, I am very conscious of some of the issues 
faced by people in rural areas.  To not even pay some lip service to people living in the bush to me was a huge 
omission and error on the part of the Treasurer.   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  It is the fifth year in a row. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I am sure the Leader of the National Party will have something to say about it.  We 
should be attending to the needs of people in rural areas and in small towns, which in some cases are dying.  
These people have suffered from drought, cyclones and whatever.  This budget should have reflected their needs 
as much as it reflects those of the city.  I find it quite obnoxious that that large group of people who support this 
state economically has been disregarded in this way by the Treasurer.  They did not even get crumbs thrown at 
them. 

Another area I would have liked the Treasurer to comment on more is the needs of schools.  I will not take that 
up now because I intend to raise it next week in the estimates committees and during the third reading of the bill.   
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The other group of people who did not get a mention - I find this extraordinary too - were indigenous Western 
Australians.  If we think of the issues related to the education of Aboriginal children and their health - we all 
know the appalling record of indigenous people’s health and their problems with drugs and alcohol - how could 
the Treasurer not find it in his heart even to mention them in his speech?  That is the challenge I think he should 
have been talking about as much as the others. 

The Treasurer has been accused of lack of imagination in framing this budget.  When I talked to people 
afterwards they said, “We need a stadium in good times; we need the city link.”  I can remember a debate on that 
in 1992, so it goes back before that, I am sure.  People said we should do something about the Swan River 
foreshore in the city.  People want to see monuments of the golden age.  In my view, they are all nice things to 
have, but we could have thrown out a real challenge to ourselves and the state and said that as members in these 
golden times we wanted to be remembered for having done something for indigenous Australians, particularly 
indigenous children.  Would it not be fantastic if we set ourselves some goals for each year until 2020, when all 
of us could look back and say, “I had something to do with that.  There are many more young indigenous people 
who have succeeded at school, been to university and are contributing to society”?  Would it not be fantastic if 
we could do something about the number of indigenous people who end up in our jails?  I think that is the sort of 
challenge we should be looking at in good times; that is the sort of challenge we should be dealing with.  I agree 
that this budget is unimaginative.  The speech was unimaginative.  It would have been fantastic if the Treasurer 
had come in here and said something about the challenge we face as a community to reach some fine goals for 
indigenous children and adults, so that we could look back and say, “I was there; I was part of it.  I did that along 
with the other people in Parliament in 2007.” 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [4.32 pm]:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker 
(Mr A.P. O’Gorman), for the opportunity to present my response to the budget.  Every member’s budget 
response that I have heard so far has focused on their own electorate and what was or was not in the budget for 
them.  As I travel around Western Australia I often hear the comment, “Where is the statesmanship?  Where is 
the forward-looking vision for Western Australia?”  I am worried that our political system does not throw up that 
big vision.  I want to go through some of the projects that seem to have been missed in the process.  I find it hard 
to understand how these projects could have missed out in a budget of this magnitude in the economic times 
Western Australia is experiencing.   

I have titled my budget speech “The missed opportunity for building our great state”.  No-one can deny that 
$21 billion in capital works is a big program.  That is $21 000 million to be spent on capital works over the four 
years of this budget period.  I put this to members: how did a $21 000 million infrastructure program leave out 
the development of Ord stage 2?  Surely in a $21 billion capital works program, when we have national 
recognition of the challenges with the Murray-Darling system and the huge opportunities in the Kimberley to 
develop Ord stage 2, we could have had more than the token gesture of a couple of million dollars that might go 
towards a few more studies.  However, Ord stage 2 has reached the point at which proponents are talking about 
the project that they can put in place to bring that online.  I am not sure what happened in caucus when the 
budget was being discussed.  I am amazed that Ord stage 2 did not receive a serious infrastructure grant in the 
government’s $21 000 million capital works program.   
I turn to underground power for the cyclone-prone north west region.  No-one would deny that the north west is 
driving the Western Australian and Australian economies.  The north west region generates over $1.2 billion 
worth of royalties annually.  This year three Western Australians lost their lives in the cyclone that hit Port 
Hedland.  Cyclones happen in the north west every year; and yet every year the power infrastructure in Port 
Hedland and Karratha is flattened by cyclones and needs to be rebuilt.  Every year the State Emergency Service 
has to help those communities get through the difficult times.  Western Power stands those powerlines back up at 
a huge expense only to have them knocked down again the following cyclone season.  Once again, when caucus 
was deliberating its $21 000 million capital works program, it did not allocate any funds to underground the 
power in the north west region, the place that we all agree is driving our economy.  Once again, it looks as 
though it will take between 10 and 15 years to put powerlines underground in those cyclone-prone north-west 
towns.  Where is the vision in that?   
Common-user infrastructure in Oakajee is the next program that barely received a mention in the 
$21 000 million capital works program.  No-one denies the very exciting opportunity for developing iron ore in 
the mid-west and northern wheatbelt region.  The huge boom that is going on in Geraldton has resulted in an 
increased population and increased property prices.  It is all about bringing Oakajee online and putting the 
common-user infrastructure in place to allow the transport of iron ore and other mineralisation into an Oakajee 
deepwater port to be exported.  It is sitting there waiting to happen.  All it needs is for the government to put 
some of the common-user infrastructure in place.  Mining companies, such as Yilgarn Mining, are talking about 
building a rail and port network.  What about water and power in Oakajee?  How did those things not find 
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support when caucus was deliberating a $21 000 million capital works program?  That is another huge missed 
opportunity.   
I now refer to the extension of the Dampier-Bunbury natural gas pipeline to Albany and the great southern.  
Everyone knows that linking the north west gas resource into the south west has been a vital component of the 
economic development of major industries in the southern part of the state.  The member for Stirling has 
continually put on record the huge benefits that could be derived in Albany and the great southern if the pipeline 
was extended into the area.  The member for Stirling has asked for only a few million dollars to guarantee the 
land that will allow the pipeline to go through.  I contend that in a $21 000 million capital works budget, we 
could go further and build the pipeline extension.  In that way, the economic opportunity that has been afforded 
in Perth and around Bunbury as a result of being connected to that pipeline can be extended into Albany and the 
great southern.  That would be a unique project, but obviously caucus could not find the support to put that on 
the government’s list of massive infrastructure programs.  I also include in that an extension from the Parmelia 
pipeline into Northam, which would be a great opportunity in the Northam industrial estate which, the member 
for Avon assures me, is almost sold out.  
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  The first section is totally sold out.  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The first section is totally sold out and there are proponents for a new gas-fired power 
station.  An extension of the Parmelia pipeline would cost between $20 million and $30 million and would make 
more power available.  In addition, it would attract business investment in the Northam area.  I am talking about 
$20 million or $30 million out of $21 000 million capital works program.  Once again, caucus failed to get 
support for the project, so it does not appear in the budget.  That is another lost opportunity for the development 
of the state.  
The last project is the Esperance seawater desalination plant.  This one is even better.  That project does not need 
a huge injection of cash from the state budget, because a private proponent is willing to spend the money.  What 
a great opportunity at a time when Esperance has been a focus for all the wrong reasons.  The member for Roe 
knows that the water quality in Esperance is very poor.  What a great opportunity to support United Utilities and 
bring this project on line to benefit not only Esperance but also the communities on the way to Kalgoorlie.  It 
would provide a new water supply source for the expansion of the mining activity in the Kalgoorlie region, and 
for living opportunities and business opportunities.  It would also reduce the pressure on the Mundaring Weir 
and the goldfields and agricultural pipeline.  What a unique project for Western Australia.  Surely in a budget of 
$21 000 million, a project such as an Esperance desalination plant would have had a chance of being funded.  
I have listed five projects of statewide and, I contend, even national significance.  However, because of the 
budget process in Western Australia and because government members have sat around and deliberated on how 
that budget pie should be divided up, the five projects of that magnitude barely get lip service in a time of almost 
unprecedented capital spending.  I do not deny that this $21 000 million in capital works will go to schools and 
hospitals and other projects that are important.  However, I contend that there is nothing state-building in 
painting the gutters on the schools.  They are as important as the new toilet block the member for Churchlands 
talked about and all the small projects individual members spoke about in their budget reply speeches.  I have 
plenty in my electorate of Merredin.  However, they pale into insignificance beside these major state-building 
projects, when a little government capital support could encourage private investment to come in and make them 
a reality.  In a time of unprecedented economic prosperity, it is not happening.  I contend that it is not happening 
because the local member angle of arguing for the projects in each member’s region will always disadvantage 
country projects.  There are simply not enough country members to persuade cabinet to get projects like this 
across the line.  If there were, it would happen.  There are enough members to say that on top of everything else 
we do, we must get Ord stage 2 across the line.  The government could have done that this year with 
$100 million.  I am sick to death of hearing in this Parliament how the federal government should have done this 
or that.  The government can put the pressure on the federal government by putting up half the money.  Imagine 
if the Treasurer had said last week that the government has allocated $100 million to Ord stage 2 and it wants the 
federal government to match it.  I could not argue with that.  I would criticise the federal government if it did not 
match it.  The $200 million - half from us and half from the federal government - could put in the road and 
power infrastructure, and that would see proponents developing new agricultural businesses in the Ord.  That 
would happen.  It just needs government members’ support to make it happen; they are around the budget table 
now.  However, it obviously will not happen because it is not in the budget.  
Mr A.D. McRae:  There is one example in which that theory does not work.  In disability services, the state has 
put in $290 million a year with an annual growth rate of over 12 per cent per annum in the past seven years.  In 
the current financial year, the commonwealth put in $50 million -.  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  And this government criticises it. 
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Mr A.D. McRae:  No.  Let me finish. The commonwealth puts in $50 million compared to our $290 million.  
Western Australians receive 80c compared to the dollar received by every other person with a disability -  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  No, no-one would deny that disability services are really important.  The focus of my 
speech today, however, is on five major regional infrastructure projects.  I am sure that disability services will 
feature in the budget.  My focus is on how we get these five projects supported.  I do not want to be a member of 
Parliament in two, eight or 12 years’ time still arguing that these projects should go ahead.  I contend that the 
only projects that are fully funded are those in the metropolitan area, Mandurah, and the southern coastal 
corridor.  As soon as we look inland, major projects seem to fade away.  We are asked to contend with a couple 
of million here and a couple of million there.  The amount of $21 000 million has been allocated for capital 
projects and out of that we can find only, I think, $2.9 million for Ord stage 2.  I think the Western Australian 
Parliament should be ashamed of that.  How can we promote Ord stage 2 to the rest of Australia?  We have all 
done that; we have all said that it is a unique opportunity to drive agriculture in the north west and to move 
people from the Murray-Darling, to uproot families, and take them to the Kimberley.  It is an immense 
opportunity for the indigenous population there to be part of the economic boom.  Who raised it in budget 
deliberations?  Was it raised by anyone on the other side?  Did any of them raise Ord stage 2 when they were 
talking to the Treasurer or the Premier about the budget?  Anyone?  This is the problem; it does not happen.  It is 
unlikely to happen in the future.  That is why the National Party has announced its Royalties for Regions policy.  
We believe that we need to take major infrastructure projects like this out of the budget deliberations of 
individual members of Parliament and put a specific fund in place that people know has to go to major 
infrastructure projects in the regions.  With Royalties for Regions, 25 per cent of the royalty flow would be 
quarantined for expenditure on major state-building infrastructure programs.  When it came to budget 
deliberations, members of the Labor Party would have a quarantined fund.  This year it would have had about 
$400 million in it.  Members of the Labor Party would have said that there was a quarantined fund and that the 
requirement of the fund was that it was for major state-building infrastructure projects.  If they were debating 
that, we would get to the stage at which Ord stage 2 might come up; maybe the undergrounding of power in the 
Pilbara would come up; maybe building the common-user infrastructure for Oakajee would come up and be 
debated; maybe the desalination plant servicing Esperance and the goldfields would come up; and maybe the 
extension of the Dampier-Bunbury natural gas pipeline down to Albany and the great southern and an extension 
of the Parmelia line across to Northam would come up.  It would happen because there would be a quarantined 
$400 million to allow that to happen. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  With the Bunbury-Albany pipeline, it was looked at by Grange Resources and it was found 
that it was not viable.  No-one like Alinta was approached to do it. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  May I suggest, member for Albany, that I have listed five projects.  If the Economic 
Regulation Authority or the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia took a look at any of 
them, they would not get the tick.  They do not meet that target, but neither did C.Y. O’Connor’s and Forrest’s 
pipeline to Kalgoorlie.  That project would not have met the mark, and neither would the Dampier-Bunbury 
pipeline when it was first built. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Nor any of the rail. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Yes, nor any of the rail or the road networks.  This, to me, is why that argument falls down.  
Neither would the Perth-Mandurah railway.  The Perth-Mandurah railway would have failed that exact same 
hurdle.  Members opposite are the government; they won the election and they have the numbers.  They support 
the Perth-Mandurah railway; it is their project.  I have no problem with that.  Please do not tell me that the 
extension of the Dampier-Bunbury pipeline does not stack up economically but then support the railway to 
Mandurah, because they are the same argument. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  It has been looked at. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I am sure that, in the heart of hearts of the member for Albany, if the government had 
announced in the budget that it was putting forward the money to allow that to happen, the member would have 
thought it was a good thing for the development of his region. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  Yes, but you say that we should have the gas pipeline there, but what are we going to use it 
for? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  This is the problem we have.  In the metropolitan area, the philosophy of “build the 
infrastructure and the people will come and use it” is alive and well.  As soon as we move outside Perth, unless 
something stacks up economically and Lyndon Rowe and the CCI have signed off on it, we cannot do it.  That 
philosophy is why none of these projects is funded.  If the member for Albany actually believes that should be 
the policy, we can stop talking about Ord stage 2, because it will never happen.   
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I challenge members of the Labor Party to put the ultimate pressure on the federal government with these 
projects.  Instead of the carping and whining we hear every time from the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure about a few roads, let us pick state-building projects and really put the pressure on Canberra.  We 
should go to Canberra and say that it is pretty good for the federal government to send Bill Heffernan and his 
committee to the Kimberley to look at it, but where is the money?  The only way that we can do that is if this 
Parliament allocated the money first.  If we do that, everyone could be criticising the federal government.  I 
know that the federal government is focused on the eastern seaboard.  We saw evidence of it in the last budget.  I 
also contend that this state government is clearly focused on the metropolitan area because none of the five 
projects I have listed has been funded. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I return to the Ord.  After talking to people in that region, I believe $200 million needs to be 
spent by the state and federal governments on common-user infrastructure, which would drive the expansion of 
30 000 hectares of horticultural produce.  As well as that, what will we grow?  This is the really important 
question for the government.  The Cotton Catchment Communities Cooperative Research Centre released a new 
booklet today on the viability of cotton in the Kimberley.  I will share it with the members who would like to see 
Ord stage 2 progressed.  They may not want to spend the money but in general they want to see it progress.  The 
relative gross margin for crops in Kununurra sees sugar at $270 a hectare, chickpeas at $160 a hectare, pumpkin 
at $800 a hectare and sorghum hay at $270 a hectare.  The relative gross margin for GM cotton is $1 200 a 
hectare.  The gross margin for GM cotton is almost five times that of any other crop that could be growing in the 
Kimberley.  If we really want to see Ord stage 2 develop, if we really want the Kimberley to be the next food 
bowl of Australia and if we really want to see indigenous employment opportunities for the many unemployed 
indigenous people in the Kimberley, Ord stage 2 is critical.  GM cotton is critical to Ord stage 2.  If the 
government cannot bring itself to fund, in the member for Albany’s words, the uneconomic and unviable 
expansion of Ord stage 2, it should bring itself to allow the use of GM cotton in the Kimberley.  That would 
allow that project to get up and running and expand that very important national asset.  It is absolutely critical 
that we get it right.  GM cotton does not appear on our plates.  GM cotton is a very different product.  It is 
important that we embrace this technology.  The state’s Chief Scientist was at the launch today.  Let us listen to 
the scientists on this issue.  Let us embrace GM cotton in the Kimberley and allow Ord stage 2 to become the 
iconic project it should be.  It should be mentioned on the same scale as the Snowy Mountains scheme in years 
to come when people look back.  At the moment the Labor Party has the opportunity to drive that.  Does it have 
the ability and the willingness to get into the caucus room and make a project like that happen? 

I turn to underground power in the north west.  Figures from early 2006 show that that is a $150 million project.  
People from Western Power tell us that it can only be done over 15 or 20 years.  I contend that that is 
embarrassing.  Let us at least recognise the importance of that region to our economy by getting power 
underground so that every time a cyclone goes through, people do not have to be without power for three or four 
days.  Funding of $150 million could have been found in this $21 billion capital works program.  Unfortunately, 
underground power in the cyclone-prone north west region missed out on this opportunity. 

I now turn to the common-user infrastructure for Oakajee.  It is my understanding that Yilgarn Mining’s 
proposal for common-user infrastructure will cost over $1 billion in private expenditure.  It will have the 
problem of needing power and water for the industrial estate near the Oakajee deepwater port.  Businesses are 
looking at a desalination plant to provide that water.  Some of the small gas companies in the Dongara and 
Eneabba region are looking at piping gas to the Oakajee industrial estate site.  Support for those projects would 
bring Oakajee on line.  Instead of talking about the great opportunities in the mid-west, they would actually 
happen.  It has particular relevance to the mid-west region and the northern wheatbelt region.  Let us get to the 
stage where caucus can focus on the Oakajee port and the infrastructure associated with it and drive a new 
mining boom out of the mid-west rather than the Pilbara. 

In the time I have left, I turn to the extension of the gas pipeline.  Power, water and road infrastructure drives 
investment.  We do not want every new industrial project to be located in the metropolitan area.  Every time a 
new stack goes up there is a community group that is concerned about it.  Driving investment outside the 
metropolitan area is critical.  The Avon industrial estate is another unique opportunity for an industry precinct 
outside the metropolitan area.  It does not take much capital to get these projects off the ground, but in all the 
budgets I have seen in this place it has never quite happened.  This year, when the Treasurer is crowing about 
$21 billion, it seems to me that we should provide infrastructure for the reticulation of gas to Albany and the 
great southern, with their huge opportunities in the wine industry and agriculture and the population expansion in 
Albany and Denmark and the great southern region, to bring that area up to par with the metropolitan area.  I do 
not think people are angry about that.  People believe that broadband should be available in the metropolitan area 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 17 May 2007] 

 p2379b-2396a 
Ms Sue Walker; Acting Speaker; Dr Elizabeth Constable; Mr Brendon Grylls; Dr Janet Woollard; Ms Jaye 

Radisich; Deputy Speaker 

 [9] 

and the country, so why do we not believe that reticulated gas should be available in the country as well as in the 
metropolitan area?  To me, all those different kinds of infrastructure are as important as each other.  
Mr J.R. Quigley:  Don’t they have gas bottles in the country? 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  They do have gas bottles in the country.  Has the member ever bought one?  The member 
for Avon has a weekender.  How much are gas bottles - $130? 
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Up to $130 in the south, but $240 to $270 in the north west.  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The idea that country people should use gas bottles for their energy, and that the rest of the 
population should have reticulated gas, would be seen to be relevant only if we were to put all the people in 
Perth onto gas bottles.  Then we would really find out about the concern about that.  Let us not just look at 
broadband, for which there is recognition.  

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Member for Mindarie, you are not in your seat, so you are 
not entitled to speak.  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Let us look at giving all Western Australians that infrastructure, and let us look at not 
having to do the new suburb on the coast north of the city, or the new suburb on the coast south of the city, to try 
to access the infrastructure that is already here.  Let us look at putting this common-user infrastructure that drives 
economic and population growth outside the metropolitan area.  In places like Queensland, New South Wales 
and Victoria, there are large inland centres with populations of 40 000 to 60 000.  On the northern coast of 
Queensland, Cairns and Townsville have populations of 100 000.  Why could Karratha and Port Hedland not 
have populations of 100 000?  They are the economic engine room of Australia, but they have dispirited 
populations.  There is not enough land to build houses, and prices are so out of control that it is not funny.  Since 
the last time I spoke about this issue, I have heard of someone renting a four-bedroom, one-bathroom house for 
$1 200 a week in a not very attractive area.  That is all right for someone on a mining salary, but what about 
someone in the service industry, working in the supermarket, the deli or the service station?  Such a person 
cannot afford $1 200 a week rent.  It should be absolutely embarrassing to this government that the north west 
has been put in the position of suffering like that, when it is the engine room driving this $21 billion capital 
investment program.  No-one denies that.  Everyone recognises that a vast amount of that wealth is being driven 
by the mining sector.  The workers are doing long shifts, doing the sort of work that delivers the economic 
bounty in that $21 billion, and what do they get in return?  A couple of million-dollar projects here and there.  It 
is simply not good enough.   
It is actually sad and, like I said, my concern is that I see no way that, in a cabinet or caucus decision-making 
process, projects like this will be supported.  If they were supported, members on this side would be interjecting 
and saying, “I put that up, and I just missed out.”  Four or five of us put up Ord stage 2, and six or seven of us 
put up undergrounding the power in the Pilbara.  Why does that not happen?  Is a member just the member for 
his electorate, or does he have some role in promoting state development and the growth of Western Australia?  I 
contend that members do have some such role, but they are not performing it.  Country members, whether 
National, Labor or Liberal, know that at the next election, with one vote, one value, there will 48 members of 
Parliament on the coast between Perth and Margaret River and 11 members for the rest of the state.  I contend 
that the five projects that I have mentioned today will be in the representative areas of those 11 members who 
fall outside that metropolitan coastal strip.  I see no future for these projects if existing local members of 
Parliament do not say that they need to look at driving them.  As members hear more from the National Party 
over the coming years about royalties for projects in the regions, I will ask them to think about putting that in 
place.  The Leader of the Opposition talked about financing a future fund from royalties.  I know that “future 
fund” is the buzzword at the moment.  Once again I contend that we could get $400 million into a future fund, 
but then we would be reliant on individual members of Parliament making a decision on where that future fund 
money should be spent.  I do not think that is any different from the caucus process that members have just been 
through.  A future fund would be spent on metropolitan and coastal projects in the same way as the current 
budget has been divvied up.  That is the challenge for all members.  If we hope to develop regional Western 
Australia and if we hope to see iconic projects of state significance that will deliver economic and population 
growth in the next 20 years come online, members need to start arguing for it.  They need to go to their 
electorates in the metropolitan area and say, “We know that our projects are important, but the development of 
the Kimberley, the Pilbara, the mid-west, the goldfields and the great southern is also important for the state.  
Our prosperity is based on your prosperity, so we want to see this happen.”  It is a big challenge, but if it does 
not happen, projects such as this will never get up. 

I will finish with the Nationals’ response to the crisis for first home buyers.  We welcome the relief from stamp 
duty that the Treasurer has given to first home buyers.  I think that was an important announcement.  However, 
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we think there is scope for a project that encourages first home buyers to look outside the metropolitan area and 
maybe invest in their first home in regional WA.  With the focus on the coast, many people have no relatives or 
experience in country WA anymore.  The opportunities for them to consider moving to the regions are very 
remote.  We suggest a $25 million program that offers $25 000 grants to first home buyers who move to regional 
WA.  We have called them bush change towns - towns with populations of fewer than 10 000 people.  A 
program such as that would help 1 000 first home buyers not only buy their first home, but also buy their first 
home in regional WA.  We would move the talented younger generation out into the regions where there are 
immense employment and family opportunities.  It would be a great program to put in place for $25 million a 
year.  There is $21 000 million in the kitty for capital works.  For $25 million a year, 1 000 new families could 
buy their first home in towns in regional WA with populations of fewer than 10 000 people.  That would be true 
decentralisation.  I believe that everyone thinks that decentralisation would be a good thing; they just do not want 
to do anything about it.  This is a way for them to do something about it.  Once again, I challenge city members 
of Parliament: do we want to see smaller country towns grow and prosper?  Do we want to put good people into 
those towns?  Do we want to encourage employment opportunities?  The way to do that is to provide incentives.  
The Treasurer’s stamp duty exemption on a $500 000 house is a good proposal that will save home buyers up to 
$20 000.  I contend that for $25 000 the government could provide a real incentive for people to move to towns 
in country WA with populations of fewer than 10 000 people.   

I know that I will never stand in this Parliament and have the number of country MPs to back me to get projects 
such as this up.  That is why I need city members of Parliament to give country Western Australia a go.  That is 
the challenge with which I leave all members of the Labor Party and all members of state Parliament as we look 
forward to stronger economic times.  Let us make sure that all Western Australians get to share in this economic 
boom time, not just those who live in the city, ride on the Mandurah railway and use the new infrastructure that 
country people are working so hard to build. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [5.04 pm]:  I rise to speak on the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) 
Bills (No. 1) and (No. 2).  The Treasurer stated in his address that Western Australia has been in a state of 
growth since Labor came to power in 2001.  He said that the government therefore had a responsibility to deliver 
a budget with vision for Western Australians.  However, I ask: where is the vision and where is the 
accountability in this budget?  The Treasurer stated also that seven straight years of sound financial management 
has led to tax relief.  Many feel that this tax relief is too little too late, and that many other areas should have 
been included.  Some of the areas of tax relief are the abolition of stamp duty on mortgages, and on the hire of 
goods.  Those changes have been implemented because of federal agreements.  Everyone is very pleased about 
the extension of the threshold for first home buyers.  I asked the Treasurer why there is no cap on the first home 
buyers scheme.  The Treasurer said that is because of a federal agreement.  As other members have mentioned 
during this debate, many businesses have been approaching the government about a reduction in payroll tax.  
They would like the government to look at that.  It is obviously too late to do that for this budget, but perhaps it 
can be done for the next budget. 

Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I have limited time.  If I have any time left at the end of my speech, I will answer any 
questions the member may have. 
As part of the vision, the Treasurer said that he believes the injection of $376 million will address the problem of 
housing affordability.  However, despite that injection of funding, how many people who are in rental 
accommodation now will still be in rental accommodation in four years?  I am disappointed also that although 
that injection of funding will be good for first home buyers, it will not solve the problem with the availability of 
public housing.  The Treasurer said that this government will deliver 3 700 new public and community housing 
units.  However, despite that injection of funding, how many people will still be on the waiting list for public 
housing, and perhaps still living on the streets, in four years?   

As part of the vision, the Treasurer also talked about health care.  I agree with many members of this house that 
the portfolios of Attorney General and Health should be the responsibility of two ministers rather than one.  The 
Minister for Health should focus solely on health.  I am pleased that money has been found in this budget to 
finally begin work on the new Fiona Stanley Hospital.  However, the statements that have been made by the 
government about that hospital are misleading and deceptive.  During the last election campaign, the government 
said that Fiona Stanley Hospital would have 1 000 beds.  The government has said that it will legislate to ensure 
that a certain amount of money is set aside for the building of that hospital, and that it is put into a special 
account that cannot be touched.  However, that money will address only phase 1 of the Fiona Stanley Hospital 
project.  Fiona Stanley Hospital is supposed to replace both Royal Perth and Fremantle Hospitals.  Royal Perth 
Hospital has more than 700 beds, and Fremantle Hospital has more than 400 beds.  That is more than 1 100 beds.  
However, this government is talking about Fiona Stanley Hospital having only 600 beds.  The date of the 
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opening has been put back and back.  The minister said that that was untrue.  However, I have an article from the 
Sunday Times in which the minister is quoted as saying -  

“The Fiona Stanley Hospital will open its doors to patients in 2010 as a 600-bed facility and be 
upgraded to 1000 beds by 2020,” . . .  

The article states 2020, but I have statements in which the minister says 2015. 

When this government first came to power, it came in on a platform of improving health, education, and law and 
order, and saving the old-growth forests.  The government says that it is managing the forests, but we know that 
the forests are still being massacred.  It is not management of the forests; they are still being clear-felled.  Now 
that the government keeps talking about climate change, we ask, “Where are its credentials?” 

However, let us look at the other three areas.  What has happened with the health system?  Again today the 
minister spoke about the waiting lists and the improvements in the waiting lists.  However, we now have people 
seeing their doctors and then waiting to get on to waiting lists.  The waiting list numbers may have decreased, 
but that is because people are now waiting several months before they can see a consultant to get on to a waiting 
list.  I do not know how many people watched The Vicar of Dibley when it was said, “I don’t believe it’s really 
butter.”  This is the government playing with numbers.  It is a smoke-and-mirrors job, because health services 
have not improved.  Today, the member for Churchlands talked about cancellations of surgery.  Those 
cancellations are not the fault of the doctors and nurses.  There are cancellations because the public hospitals are 
not funded appropriately.  There are not enough nurses in the system.  The nurses who are there, similar to the 
police, are working overtime, and they are doing that because they care about their job and their responsibilities.  
However, what reward do they get from this government?  They are not getting any reward from this 
government.  Health services are in decline.  They have been in decline for the past few years and they are still in 
decline.  Although I am pleased that some money will finally be put into the new Fiona Stanley Hospital, it is not 
the promise that this government made to the community.  This government promised 1 000 beds, and now it is 
fudging the figures and talking about 600 beds. 
Last year, how quickly did we push through the Nurses and Midwives Bill?  Members will recall that I tried to 
get carers included in that bill, so that they would be registered.  That was to improve the standard of nursing 
care in both public hospitals and nursing homes.  I am hearing stories from my elderly constituents who are in 
fear that they or a loved one may go into a nursing home.  In nursing homes, the majority of the staff are carers, 
but they are not registered carers.  This government could have addressed that issue.  Many of those carers, who 
are not registered carers, do not even speak English.  They are not able to communicate with the people in those 
nursing homes.  The stories I have heard are terrible.  This government could have done something about that.  
Those carers could have been registered and a standard could have been applied to those nursing homes, but the 
government refused to listen. 
Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I will not take that interjection. 
I congratulate the Australian Nursing Federation, which has been fighting this government to get an 
improvement in the standards of patient care in hospitals.  Although all other unions are losing their membership, 
do members know what has happened to the ANF’s membership?  It has doubled.  In the past six or seven years 
its membership has increased from 7 000 to 14 000.  The Minister for Health does not get on very well with the 
ANF, but it is doing a good job for its members.  Its members know that it is doing a good job, which is why 
more people are joining it.  It is doing its best to put pressure on this government to improve health care services.  
The member for Roe highlighted many of the problems in the disability services sector, and so I will not repeat 
them all.  I hope that the government will rethink its position on the Companion Card.  I have written to the 
167 organisations that this government has asked to come on board with regard to the Companion Card, and 
those organisations have written back to me to say that they cannot believe that the government is charging 
disabled people a fee for the Companion Card.  Where is the government’s vision and accountability for health?  
I do not think it is exists. 

What about the other commitments on education that the government makes at election time?  Many members in 
this house have talked about the problems facing education and of the funding for capital works and maintenance 
programs for schools.  When the Premier was the Minister for Education and Training, he said $64 million 
would be provided to fix the state school system.  That money has not been spent in my electorate.  That money 
was allocated to schools based on the priority of need for the schools.  Many of the schools in my electorate have 
not received a share of that money.  Only the Attadale and Bicton Primary Schools in my electorate will receive 
some of that money.  In my electorate alone, there will be a shortfall of $650 000.  The money provided to fix 
our schools was a bandaid.  The government has no vision and there is no accountability.  Our schools remain in 
a terrible condition. 
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Another big issue at election time is the police.  I am pleased that the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services is in the chamber.  I do not know whether the minister is aware that when people in the south 
metropolitan area call the police when they are in need, they sometimes must wait for three or four hours for the 
police to turn up.  When they go to the local police station, there are no staff and when they phone the station, 
there is no-one there to answer the phone.  People say that they never see the police in the area.  Where are the 
police?  The government keeps talking about the number of extra police they are putting on.  Where are they?  
Maybe they are going north of the river, just like health services.   

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  They are now 40 down in the Fremantle regional district.   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Yes; I know the numbers are down, and that needs to be addressed.  This government 
made a commitment in 2001 to health, education and law and order, and we are 40 police officers down in the 
south metropolitan area.  At night there should be four or five cars on patrol in my electorate, and we are lucky if 
we have two.  My electorate is a hot spot for crime and when the railway line opens, it will be even worse in 
some of the areas I represent.   

Ms J.A. Radisich:  What are you saying about people who catch trains?  Tell us what you are trying to say?   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Canning Bridge, within my electorate, is already a hot spot for crime because it is in 
close proximity to Manning Road, the freeway, Canning Highway and Leach Highway.  The road configuration 
makes it easy for people to get into the area to burgle homes and then get out quickly.  It is a well-known fact 
that there is an increase in the crime rate within a certain radius of railway stations.   

[Member’s time extended.]  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I have outlined the three core issues that concern my electorate.  I would like to thank 
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services for agreeing to look into the issue of safety houses.  The safety 
house program is a big concern for schools and parents.  The government is now charging a fee for safety 
houses.  When children turn 10 years of age, the community will have to pay an additional sum of money each 
year.  I thank the minister for agreeing to look into this and maybe stop the decline in the numbers of people 
agreeing to be part of this scheme by introducing a one-off payment.   
Climate change should be a consideration in this budget.  I congratulate the government for listening to the 
experts and deciding not to tap the south west Yarragadee aquifer.  I also congratulate the government for 
establishing a low-emission energy development fund.  I would like to know why the government will commit to 
purchasing only 20 per cent of its electricity requirements.   
In relation to energy, I point out that again this government is fudging the figures when it talks about renewable 
energy.  The Premier has stated that the government will commit to 15 per cent of the energy produced being 
renewable energy.  However, it will commit to only 15 per cent of renewable energy on the south west 
interconnected system.  Therefore, its target will be 8.25 per cent of total electricity by 2020.  That means that 
Western Australia will be the Australian state with the lowest target for renewable energy.  New South Wales 
has set a target of 15 per cent by 2020; Victoria, 10 per cent by 2016 and then it will reconsider; and South 
Australia, 20 per cent by 2015.  Queensland has indicated that it will increase its renewable energy target to 
13 per cent for a mix of gas and electricity.   
That covers all other states apart from Tasmania, which already has 90 per cent renewable energy.  The 
government has come out big on climate change.  There is a Minister for Climate Change, yet the renewable 
energy targets are not being met.  The targets cover only the south west interconnected system, which means that 
the north west interconnected system and the non-interconnected systems, which make up 45 per cent, are left 
out.  The government is playing with numbers.  The government will not lower greenhouse gas emissions by 
allowing a lower target.  The government should go back and reassess its position.  It should come to Parliament 
and the community with a genuine position. 

I address some local issues.  As the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is in the house, I remind him 
that I now have a list of schools from which crossing wardens are to be removed, and I will be writing to those 
schools to tell them about the review that was presented to the government two years ago in relation to school 
crossings.  I hope that all of those schools will help me lobby the government to stop school traffic wardens 
being taken away from busy roads.   

Many members have talked about underground power.  That is an issue that affects many of my constituents.  
The community is very disappointed that the government has taken money and royalties from the community for 
years - I refer to not only this government, but also previous governments - and the money has not been put back 
into underground power.  I turn to the issue of transport.  Although the government believes it will improve 
transport with the opening of the railway line, unless transport is improved within the suburbs, people will not 
use the railway line.  Another potential problem for my electorate will be the increase in traffic along Canning 
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Highway and Leach Highway because of the removal of the bypass.  People in my electorate are very concerned 
about the increase in traffic.  Another local issue is the fact that the government has refused to build a public 
toilet at the proposed train station in my electorate.  The government is asking passengers to get off the train and 
walk a kilometre to use a toilet, which would take elderly people maybe half an hour there and back. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  That’s disgraceful! 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It is.  The government has refused to install a public toilet at a train station where - 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  Canning Bridge. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Canning Bridge?  There will be at least 1 000 people using that station each day.  I 
asked the Speaker how many toilets there are in Parliament House.  I do not have the figures.  I have not done 
the equation yet; it probably works out to one toilet for every two or three members.  We could have our names 
in gold lettering on the toilet!  The government will not provide this facility to the community, yet 15 months 
ago a new toilet was installed in Parliament House, just outside the Legislative Council; there were already a 
couple of dozen toilets in the Parliament building. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  I don’t think that’s an accurate toilet analysis. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I will provide the numbers for the member for Swan Hills. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Not even an outside dunny? 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The government will not give people a toilet.  The member for Hillarys - 

Several members interjected. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  No, I am not talking about the toilet now; I will do my best to shame the government 
over the toilet issue.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  So they should be ashamed. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  One day the member for Hillarys could help me -  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I try to help the member for Alfred Cove all the time; she knows that.   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  What we could do is have each of us sit on a toilet and stay there.  When the Labor 
Party comes knocking at the door, we could tell the members that there is another toilet down the road at Kings 
Park.  It is only one kilometre away; they could just walk down there. 

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I hope maybe one day, the member for Hillarys and other members might support me 
in doing that. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I am happy to sit on the toilet for you any day. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Thank you, member for Hillarys.  However, the member for Hillarys mentioned a 
committee, and this about the climate change issue that the government has been pushing.  The government 
should establish a bipartisan committee to consider the issue of climate change and greenhouse gas emissions.  
Both sides of the house would then be joining in on the debate and looking at the issue so that commitments 
could be made for the next 15, 20, 30, 40 and 50 years.   
Seniors in my area have asked me to bring to the government’s attention a discrepancy in Seniors Cards between 
Western Australia and the other states.  Seniors believe that there should be national standards.  In Western 
Australia, people are allowed to use and have a Seniors Card only if they work fewer than 20 hours a week, 
whereas in Victoria and Queensland, seniors can work for up to 35 hours and still have a Seniors Card.  Seniors 
are coming to Western Australia from the eastern states, and are unable to use their cards.  Seniors in Western 
Australia feel that the other states are looking after their seniors and Western Australia is not.  I wanted to also 
raise -  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  So they are being discriminated against?   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Yes. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Our seniors in Western Australia are being discriminated against by this government. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  In terms of both the Seniors Card and aged care.   

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order! 
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Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Many of the seniors are worried about the standards in aged care.   

The Leader of the National Party gave a very good account of issues affecting rural areas.  Some of the questions 
that I want to ask the government in relation to rural areas are about the renewable remote power generation 
program.  This is a federal government program that provides funding to support the uptake of renewable energy 
in regional areas.  It also supports the development of the Australian renewable energy industry.  Money is 
provided by the federal government to each of the states, and in Western Australia that money is administered by 
the Sustainable Energy Development Office.  I believe the funding that has been made available to Western 
Australia is approximately $100 million.  I will ask the government for some figures to make sure that that 
money has not just gone into empire building for the Sustainable Energy Development Office.  I want figures on 
how much money has gone into different programs in the rural area, such as the renewable energy water 
pumping program, industry development and support projects, the remote area power system, the rural 
renewable energy program, the regional energy efficiency program, Bushlight and any other programs in the 
regional area.  I will put some questions on notice regarding each of those programs.  This government is 
espousing the need to address climate change - we now have a Minister for Climate Change - and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, but we are not seeing the proof in the pudding.   

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills - Parliamentary Secretary) [5.34 pm]:  I thank the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services for the cheers; he has clearly been awaiting my speech throughout the duration of this 
second reading reply to the budget. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Absolutely! 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I think I am lucky to stand in this place this afternoon as the lucky last member of 
Parliament to talk in reply to the 2007-08 budget.  I am lucky because I live in a state with a Treasurer who has 
produced a responsible, focused, sustainable budget for the future of the state.  Clearly, the government is 
meeting all the commitments it made to the people of Western Australia and it is delivering them in a responsible 
fashion.  I am quite sure that, despite the fact the budget has been criticised as “boring”, the budget would have 
been equally, if not more so, criticised if it had been full of gimmicks, glitz or glamour.  I therefore disagree with 
those members who criticised the budget on its lack of glitz or glamour.  I believe there is a way to run a 
responsible budget, and that is in the sustainable and economically responsible approach taken by the Treasurer. 

Insofar as my electorate is concerned, this year’s budget is all about following up on the commitments that have 
been made over time, particularly those made at the 2005 election, rolling out those commitments and delivering 
them in an efficient fashion.  That is what people in Swan Hills expect from the government, and that is what 
they are receiving.  There are a number of examples of projects in my electorate that have been rolled out; I will 
update the house on them.  It is interesting to note that several of the commitments made to the Swan Hills 
electorate that have been rolled out have been the subject of debate right here in this chamber.  They include 
projects such as those at Ellenbrook Secondary College, at Middle Swan Road and, I think, the Ellenbrook 
Police Station.  Despite all the antagonism, frenzy and hysteria generated by the opposition about these essential 
projects in the electorate of Swan Hills, I am pleased to report that many of them are either in train and on time 
or have been completed - that is, they are in use or are servicing the community in the delivery of programs.   

Where are we at?  The commitment to construct several passing lanes on the quite dangerous Toodyay Road has 
been met, and the lanes were officially opened by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure earlier this year.  
Those lanes have enhanced safety on Toodyay Road for the many heavy-haulage vehicles and passenger vehicles 
that transit along that road every day. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Member for Swan Hills, how about putting you in for moving them a little bit further up 
the road?  I am pleased to see that your bit is done but the rest of it is very dangerous. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  On Toodyay? 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Yes. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I am quite sure the member for Avon will make the relevant and effective representations 
to the minister on behalf of his electorate, as I have done in the past.  I think that is an effective way of achieving 
results for my constituents. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  It doesn’t happen to be my electorate but it is something that I have a passion for. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Okay.  As far as other road infrastructure is concerned, as I said before, the Middle Swan 
Road project has been the subject of debate in this house in the past.  The current budget allocates just under 
$5 million to get construction of the first part of that road underway.  The total cost of the project will be 
$59 million.  The bulk of the construction will commence towards the end of 2008; therefore, the $5 million in 
the current budget represents a sum to get the first part of the project underway.  I think construction will 
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commence at the end of this year, which is very exciting.  There are issues of access to some of the properties 
located on Middle Swan Road to be worked through, of course.  Access to the facilities at Bandyup Prison is also 
of concern, as well as the potential increase in traffic for people who live in West Swan around Victoria Road.  
All these issues are being worked through by a working group that has been facilitated by Main Roads and its 
project managers, which is going along nicely.   

What has not been progressed - I am very disappointed about this - is the upgrading and enhancement of Great 
Eastern Highway from Greenmount to Mundaring.  As members will be aware, Great Eastern Highway is part of 
the national highway and part of the AusLink funding program.  Yet again, in the Howard Liberal government’s 
federal budget there is no allocation to this project.  This is extremely disappointing.  It has been an ongoing 
problem for many years.  It affects people not only in my electorate, but also in every electorate east to 
Kalgoorlie.  The closer we get to Midland, coming from the east, the higher the concentration of traffic.  That 
stretch of highway has not received as much attention as other parts of Great Eastern Highway; for example, the 
stretch that passes Northam or the area from Sawyers Valley to The Lakes.  That $90 million investment by the 
federal government has improved those sections.  However, no attention has been given to the road where the 
greatest number of driveways and the greatest concentration of traffic are located.  The message to people in 
Swan Hills and the federal electorate of Pearce is that they should take advantage of this phase of the federal 
election cycle and lobby the federal member for Pearce and the candidates for that seat to ensure that whichever 
government is returned at the federal election there will be a proper commitment of funds to Great Eastern 
Highway.  Parts of the road have been unsafe for far too long.  It is not acceptable that the state government 
should have to step up to the plate every time the federal government fails in its responsibility to deliver to 
Western Australians a fair amount of the road budget.  It happens time and again.  It is all about the eastern 
seaboard and it is just not fair and not good enough. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Will you take an interjection?  The name of the road is a lie.  The only part of Great 
Eastern Highway that is correct is “Eastern”.  The rest of it is a lie.  It is not great and it is not a highway! 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I concur wholeheartedly with the member for Avon.  It is a disgrace. 

Enough about roads.  My time seems to have disappeared quite rapidly. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It seems like ages to us! 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I am disappointed because the member for South Perth promised me he would come into 
the chamber during my address to fire off some interjections and see how I coped in response.  It was all a hoax; 
all hot air. 

Mr A.J. Simpson:  He can’t; he is down the terrace. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  That is not my problem.  All talk, no action - that is what we get from the Liberal Party 
yet again. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Don’t start being nasty.  You were okay up till now.  I don’t mind you attacking the feds, but 
don’t start attacking us! 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Members opposite are very delicate creatures. 
The Carpenter Labor government is also delivering on education in Swan Hills.  I mentioned before that 
Ellenbrook Secondary College has been the subject of debate in this house.  That college opened in February this 
year.  It is heading towards 300 students.  It has an excellent principal in Leigh Cottrill and it is serving 
Ellenbrook well.  There is a 100 per cent uniform wearing rate and a significant decrease in behaviour 
management and discipline issues compared with the same cohort of students coming from the primary schools.  
Having that facility, the high quality of teaching and the high standards the school is trying to bring to the eastern 
region is certainly a boon for the local area. 
Other projects are coming along well.  I refer to the Darlington Primary School upgrade, the Bullsbrook District 
High School upgrade and the new Coolamon Primary School in Ellenbrook.  In October 2006 the new music 
centre at Eastern Hills High School began to be used by students.  In the future, in order to complement that new 
music centre, I hope Eastern Hills Senior High School will achieve specialist music school status.  At present, 
students from the hills, many of whom have a particular strength or skill in music or the performing arts, have to 
go to the specialist music schools in the city.  That is a long way to go for people living in the hills.  I think there 
is a threshold number of talented students in the performing arts, in particular music, in the hills, which would 
warrant the school being given specialist music status.  That is something I hope to work on in future with the 
school.   

All is not rosy, however, when it comes to the delivery of some education projects in my area.  I have a 
particular grudge to bear - I am reluctant to say this - against Spotless, the company that project-manages many 
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construction and upgrade maintenance projects for the Department of Education and Training.  In the case of the 
car park at Mount Helena Primary School, it has simply not performed the job that it has been paid to do.  That is 
quite disgraceful.  Funding was set aside for that project nearly three years ago, but nothing has happened.  We 
keep hearing hollow promises from Spotless about when that work will be done.  However, it has shown little 
commitment to the project.  It has not returned the school’s phone calls and it has not shown up to any meetings.  
Three years after funding was allocated, there is still no new car park.  The government is fulfilling its end of the 
bargain by responding to the community’s request for a better organised and more safe parking area.  The 
government allocated between $100 000 and $150 000 for the project, but nothing has happened.  I, for one, 
blame Spotless, as do the parents and citizens association and the school community.  This is not the first time 
that Spotless has not delivered a project for a school.  I do not know whether that is because the quantum of the 
project is not enough to warrant Spotless giving those jobs priority.  However, whether we are talking about a $1 
contract, a $100 000 contract or a $1 million, simply dismissing a project -  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Where has the money come from? 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  From the state government. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  The state government has given between $100 000 and $150 000 to assist parents to park at 
your school. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Yes. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You’re very lucky.  I have been trying for years to get that same sort of funding.  I would be 
happy with $50 000. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Nothing has been delivered, so I will get back to the member when it happens.   

Lord knows that, in the past two and a half years, numerous dates for the project’s start and finish times have 
been given.  It is apparently a six-week turnaround.  The latest commencement date is the end of May.  I guess 
that remains to be seen.  I seriously think that the Department of Education and Training and the Minister for 
Education and Training must look at the way in which some of these contracts are managed.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Phew!  

I turn to the issue of community safety, which is a subject dear to the heart of every member who is present in 
the chamber for individual and different reasons.  I am pleased to announce that the doors of the new Ellenbrook 
Police Station will open on Monday, which is quite exciting.  The Liberal opposition criticised the government 
about this project and said that it would not happen and that it was all talk.  However, the doors to the new 
station will open on Monday.  Police will be staffing the station and patrolling the area in police cars.  They will 
be engaged in frontline policing in the Ellenbrook and Swan Valley area.  The opening of the Ellenbrook Police 
Station means that the northern part of my electorate will no longer be served by police cars from Midland.  
People in that area will receive a more efficient and effective policing service and will be able to drop into the 
station in Ellenbrook to put faces to the names of its officers.  There will be better community safety outcomes 
for the whole area.  Unfortunately, there have been a few hiccups.  That seems to happen with most 
infrastructure projects these days.  One hitch has been having electricity hooked up to the station.  Sometimes, 
despite the best endeavours of everybody involved, these things happen.  It is very exciting that the officer in 
charge, Senior Sergeant Bennison, and his team will be opening their doors on Monday.   

What else exciting is happening in Swan Hills that I am sure members want to know about?  This is a good one!  
In August, we will be having the inaugural Mundaring Truffle Festival.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  No!   

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Yes.  Who knows Gabriel Gaté?  Special truffle master classes will be held, and there 
will be chefs from leading and national restaurants, with Gabriel Gaté, the famous television chef, coming to 
Mundaring to run a cooking class, so there will be lots of famous faces for the cooking world!  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  When can you get Nigella?  I’ll come if you get her. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Nigella cannot come this time, but I am sure she will be able to attend in the future when 
she hears how big an event the Mundaring Truffle Festival will be.  I commend Jennifer Rupp and the team in 
Mundaring, which has been working on this economic development, tourism and food and wine initiative.  It is 
supported by the shire as well as Alain Fabreques from the Loose Box as well as other proprietors from around 
Mundaring who have all worked together to make this event happen.  There will be fun for all the families, with 
free activities as well as other activities that people can participate in.  It is very exciting.  
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What have we got to work on?   

Ms S.E. Walker:  You’re doing well.  

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I need to have a little rest; it has been a long week!  I need an interjection to fire me up!  

Ms S.E. Walker:  Can’t you do better than that, member, as a woman?  You’re letting women down!  

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I am glad the member for Nedlands raised that point.  Sometimes governments do not 
make decisions that are about people, but do I have an example for the member of how the bureaucracy has been 
working for people!  I know members opposite are shocked; I know they do not believe it, but the Minister for 
Education and Training has responded positively to a very important request that I have made of him.  It will 
incur no cost to government and there will be a net benefit to students in my community.  
Ms S.E. Walker:  Are you in the same faction? 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  No.  This is an example of one of those little things that we, as members of Parliament, 
can help out with to navigate the complicated bureaucratic system when sometimes no-one else can.  The 
example I am talking about is the dedicated Ellenbrook Secondary College bus.  Given that the bus catering to 
that college, which I have just spoken about, has vacancies because this is its first year of operation, and only 
two aged cohorts are using it at the moment, there is some space on it.  What is happening with that empty 
space?  Until last week, nothing was happening.  From two days ago the students from Ellenbrook Christian 
College have been granted access to seats on that state government funded service.  
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Can they be trusted?   
Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I think so.  
Mr R.F. Johnson:  Member for Swan Hills, I have really enjoyed your speech very much indeed.   
Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Please do not go! 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  Please don’t think I’m being rude; I have to go or I will be late.  I’m sorry I shall miss the 
rest of your speech!  

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Have a great evening. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  And you. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Goodbye, member for Hillarys.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  We have the choice of listening to your speech or sitting in freeway traffic! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  When we get over the love-fest, maybe we can finish the speech.  Dear me!   

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Despite that particular victory for students from Ellenbrook Christian College, members 
might be surprised to learn that there is still more work to be done by me to smooth out a few rocky roads for the 
establishment of that new school.  One thing I would really like to see at the new Ellenbrook Secondary College 
is an A-type traffic warden.  I am very disappointed that this has not been allocated to that school as yet.  
However, that is something I will continue to work on with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, who 
I know is in the chamber at the moment.  I need to point out to the house - I know I am not the only member to 
face issues with the allocation of traffic wardens - that I received a letter that I can assume has been written by 
the School Crossing and Roads Safety Committee, which advises that the only difference between a traffic 
warden at an A-type and a B-type school crossing is that traffic wardens at A-type school crossings are fully 
funded and employed by the WA Police, whereas those at B-type crossings are either volunteers or honorary 
traffic wardens, who receive remuneration from the services from alternative sources such as P&Cs. 
I think a person could say that that is stating the bleeding obvious.  The reason schools apply for traffic wardens 
is so that they can be funded and employed in a professional manner to perform that task twice a day five days a 
week during school time and get paid for that.  I do not believe that the role of a traffic warden is a volunteer 
activity.  There is a reason this has evolved over time.  However, given that the high school is on a main street in 
a regional centre and that the traffic is growing on a daily basis, the school warrants having an A-type school 
crossing at the earliest opportunity. 
There is always more to be said about the great and growing electorate of Swan Hills, which is the largest 
geographic electorate in the metropolitan area.  It is 1 600 square kilometres.  It is more densely populated and 
vast in terms of land than almost all country seats.   
I will focus my attention on a few hitches I have come across while representing my constituents that I want to 
bring to the attention of the house.  These are things that need attention and political intervention so that 
bureaucracy does work for people.  It should not work against people.  I refer to the case of a 23-year-old woman 
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from Bullsbrook in my electorate.  Her parents are deceased.  She is the sole carer of her three younger siblings.  
In her mother’s will she and her siblings were left the property in which they live.  The will also provides for all 
the expenses and outgoings to do with the property to be the responsibility of the 23-year-old woman.  She does 
not have ownership of the house.  The house will remain in trust until the youngest of the four children reaches 
21 years of age.  The executor of the will is not a member of the family.  There are poor relations at this time 
between them.  As such, the will has not gone to probate.  Therefore, the 23-year-old woman is currently liable 
for the full cost of water and shire rates, which are hefty in anyone’s language, but more so for a young woman 
who has recently lost her mother and who is not able to work full-time because she is caring for three younger 
siblings.  It is all getting a bit much for her.  Neither the Water Corporation nor the City of Swan will provide a 
pensioner discount on the rates for the property despite the fact that the 23-year-old is a Centrelink recipient.  I 
believe she has a carer’s pension.  The reason they will not provide that discount is that the property has not 
passed through probate and therefore the ownership has not transferred to either the woman or the three younger 
children.  The Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferment) Act provides that the property has to go through 
probate.  The four siblings are living in the house, and they are fully responsible for the maintenance, payments, 
all outgoings and all responsibilities associated with the house.  They are in receipt of a commonwealth pension 
and are not eligible for a pensioner discount from the Water Corporation or the City of Swan, which I believe is 
about 50 per cent.  This is a matter of a few hundred dollars, which would make a lot of difference to this family.  
They are hindered in receiving this discount by the act I referred to.  This is an example in which practicality has 
been overridden by bureaucracy.  I have written to the Treasurer asking him to review the act and its application 
to make it more practical for extraordinary cases such as these and to make the system fairer rather than its 
current rigid application.   
Another situation of unfairness that I have come across relates to the leasing of retail premises in my electorate.  
I have a case in which a woman decided to start a clothing store.  She approached the local real estate agent and 
advised the nature of the business for which she wanted to lease the premises for, and was shown a block of 
units.  She took up a lease and spent $150 000 to establish her business.  She has been operating for some time, 
but was recently issued with a notice requesting her to justify the kind of activity she carries out in the premises, 
and advising that if she could not prove that she was not in a primarily retail business, she would be evicted.  
Several things have happened.  The real estate agent, who is also a local person, did not disclose to the retail 
store owner that she was not permitted to conduct retail activity in that building.  When the application went to 
the local government for the business to be approved, although the local government had a record of the 
restrictive covenant on the property it was not brought to the attention of the lessee.  There was a serious breach 
of the law, in my view, about non-disclosure of a restrictive covenant.  Again, the bureaucracy could have 
remedied the situation by noticing that the application was for retail purposes, known about the covenant, and 
advised the lessee or rejected the application.  However, the application to run that business was approved.  This 
is a terrible situation.  This person will now have to pursue this through civil action.  It astounds me that there are 
still cowboys around who are happy to rip people off and mislead people engaging in economic activities in their 
own area.  That is extremely disappointing.  On that matter, I am asking the local government to review its 
practices as an extra mechanism to try to help out people who might be going down this path.  Having said all 
that, I did ask my constituent whether she had shown the lease to a lawyer before signing it, and unfortunately 
she had not.  That is a lesson for many people: it is always a case of buyer beware when entering into any legal 
arrangement, particularly one involving such sums of money.  That is the advice I gave.  There is always 
something going on that people will need help and assistance with, and we are all in the fortunate position of 
having access to a range of resources and networks to help people in these situations.  
In my last two minutes I will raise the issue of the Building Disputes Tribunal.  I know that a grievance was 
raised this morning about the conduct and operation of the Building Disputes Tribunal, and I have a case before 
me in which my constituents argue that they have been treated extremely poorly.  They claim they were given 
misinformation.  Their respondent brought a lawyer, but they were told that there was no point in having one, so 
they felt they were disadvantaged at that time.  The BDT was designed so that ordinary people could raise issues 
of concern and get reasonably speedy and cheap outcomes.  I do not think that this is occurring.  That was raised 
in the grievance by another member this morning.  This is not the first time a complaint has been brought to me 
about the BDT, and I want to put it on the agenda.  That is yet another issue I need to discuss with the relevant 
minister, to make sure that the bureaucracy that we all preside over is actually working for people and not 
against them. 
Question put and passed.  
Bill (Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Bill (No. 1) 2007) read a second time.  
 


